  NARBERTH CHAMBER OF TRADE

Established 31st May 1922

Committee meeting 22nd March 2010; Angel Hotel 5.0 pm.

Present:
Anthony Ryan – (Vice-Chair); John Williams (Treasurer); Gordon Barry (Sec); Ann Pendleton; Ivan Wilson; David Hartshorne; Sam Palmer; Georgina Palmer; Andrew Glaister; Neil Kedward

Apologies.    

David Norcross (Chair); Anthony Richards; Sally White; Julie Thomas; Francis Parry; Angela Burns; Lloyd James; Lynne Baylis;

Minutes of previous full meeting (15th February 2010) were acknowledged as the true record of events.

Matters Arising from Minutes

Treasurers report. 

Accounts to be prepared for audit.

ACTION: Treasurer

Co-op Planning application 09/0997/PA for Spring Gardens.

The meeting greeted Mr Phil Edwards who suggested that he would welcome a legal challenge to the proposed Co-op development. He further suggested that the firm of Tyler Parks Partnership (Birmingham) would be most useful in developing an appeal (see http://www.townplanner.co.uk/index.htm ) 

It was agreed that further investigations into costs and possible actions be considered.

ACTION: Mr Edwards to provide more information and contacts for the Chamber.

The successful New Hedges campaign against the Supermarket plan to be further investigated for information and lessons learned.

ACTION: Vice Chair and Sam Palmer.

 A meeting – this week – to be set up with Newcastle Emlyn Action Team for support.

ACTION: Vice Chair, Treasurer  & Sam Palmer.

Business Rate Revaluations 2010

The Assembly Petitions Committee will sit on 23 February 2010, 9 March 2010, 

23 March 2010. See web site http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-committees/bus-committees-other-committees/bus-committees-third-pc-home/bus-committees-third-pc-agendas.htm.

Following the disappointing response by the Minister; Carl Sargeant AM, he has been invited (as has the Chair of the committee) to visit Narberth to understand at first hand our problems. 

To date there has been no response to our invitation.

All members should consider most carefully if they wish to appeal individually to the VOA, particularly if there are discrepancies with the physical measurements, access, windows etc with their properties. In other words if the physical details in your assessment are incorrect you may wish to talk to the VOA. However this will not alter the ‘area’ £per square metre.

It is further understood that the VOA have re-issued their ‘rental survey’ for April 2008 forms to be completed by businesses in Narberth and have been active in establishing the validity of the measurement data.

The County Council, whilst supporting both Narberth and Pembrokeshire in the unfair revaluation impact, can offer little financial support to mitigate this impact. Their hardship fund has no budget allocation made by the WAG so is, in practical terms meaningless.

ACTION: Ongoing

Planning applications, possible site changes and issues  

· East Gate Garage site: no information but it is understood to have been sold.

· Queens Court development: It is noted that FBM have the two ‘shops’ for rent at £22,000pa.

ACTION: Ongoing

A meeting was held on Wednesday 17th between PCC and the Chamber (John Williams, Ivan Wilson & Gordon Barry). 

Notes from the meeting with PCC's Deputy Leader Jamie Adams and Darren Thomas (Head of Highways and Construction) 

School: a parking impact assessment will be required with any future plans for the school. So far no mention of the ceasing of the playground as a car park.

Pay & Display - PCC civil enforcement obligations to be formalised in late summer 2010. 

Charging prepayments  and fines to be resolved. 

More spaces to be investigated and made available. Action PCC Car park manager Geoff Sutton. Land not in VG (behind Queens Hall / adjacent to old 'garages') will not be charged for as not Councils.

Ensure that we have details of current and historic use of Town Moor for all civic and community use (Civic week / flower fest /Food fest etc)

Parking problems. Town council to fund Parking Warden?

Investigate numbers of long term parkers i.e. Business owners and employees working in town, car owners who are forced to park on moor during the day etc

Traffic Study - will have to be looked at again with the impact of the proposed Co-op being taken into account.

School Playground “Car Parking” 

The use of the playground car park between the hours of 8am and 6:30pm continues to be successful and a benefit to the town. As our contract with PCC has a 4 week termination clause (by either side) it is to he hoped that the Chamber will have warning of when PCC intend to progress disposal of the School site.

ACTION: Ongoing

Review of Traffic, Parking, Public Transport and Access in Narberth. Stake holder consultation, PCC Highways Division

It is now anticipated that this will be released as part of the ‘Local Development Plan’ in early summer. 

Following a meeting earlier today between representatives of the Chamber, Future Forum and PCC’s Chief Executive, Leader and Deputy Leader iniated by our AM, Angela Burns, a number of concerns affecting Narberth were discussed. (Excluding current planning applications)

Where fresh information became available this is shown with a #

Narberth Future Forum; 

Car Park Charges –Town Moor

These are still being contested by the Forum. The car park charges will still come into force 1st April and there will be a car park attendant (not full time) who will issue fines for non-payment and not parking in accordance with the car park order.

Interestingly Sandbach and Bakewell Town Council’s has a similar problems over their town moor and parking. As they are well in advance of us in their struggle we may benefit from their case law.

# It should be noted that PCC are intending to treble the number of Civil ‘Parking Wardens’ from 5 to 15 when the obligation is transferred from the Police to the Council#

#PCC are to reappraise the current available parking spaces to try and increase their numbers.#

A possible survey is to be carried out by the Chamber to find out how many employers and employees park on the moor every day. 

A Forum meeting to be called (next week?) to discuss the way forward and next possible actions.

Action: Support the Future Forum

Development of CP School

The latest from the County Council (10th Feb) is that “We anticipate marketing the site shortly. Once details are available any/all prospective purchasers will have the opportunity to visit the site.”

# it is understood that the formal sale will be started in late spring early summer  and that it will be the complete property including the Playground. Also that the retail impact study we were waiting to see is considered "not fit for purpose" by PCC and therefore an updated one will also be released with the LDP.

Action: 

Publicity initiatives

Brochure, Website, Narberth Map, Information signs & Shop signs.

As all of the above elements are interlinked with the ‘map’ being the common factor. A meeting with Pembrokeshire College art department has been held and they are keen to put such a map design project on their curriculum. It is likely that this will be for the spring / summer term. A further meeting to finalise the brief will be held after Easter. 

ACTION: Continue with project. 

Once an acceptable design has been found, the incorporation within the various features would be much easier. Thus for;

· The big scale display boards, for the Car Park , Station etc 

· Central to the new brochure layout

· Used in both the Chamber and Town websites

· Merchandising uses

· To co-ordinate with shop signs replacing current ’A’ boards.

Signspeed have been most helpful and generous in coming up with a number of suggestions.

The meeting felt that it would be useful if a sub-committee was set up to look at possible design before bringing them before the members. The sub group would comprise, amongst others, Hanna Vandijk, Paul Wilkinson. Sally White, John Williams etc

ACTION: Unfortunately with all else that is happening this has yet to happen.  

Cruise Ship visits (and the Ryder Cup 2010?)

Possible Cruise Visits for 2010  Date Vessel

4th June Deutschland
- 30th July Ocean Countess
- 18th August Amadea

25th August Artemis
30th September Boudicca

Trading Results

General Finance and Business analysis  

· The British Retail Consortium reported that retail sales rose by 2.2% on a like for like basis and rose by 4.5% on a total basis, from February 2009. 

· However Internet sales in February were still 15.5%. higher than a year ago. 

· General opinion was that trading continued to be very slow, with the poor weather affecting both numbers of customers and distances travelled.
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Membership Renewal.

Please don’t forget to renew your membership. Thank you.

Correspondence

A.O.B.

Notes for the Diary 

· Thursday March 25th. Business Zone Event organised by PBI in conjunction with PBN. 10am until 6pm at the Pavilion, Withybush, Haverfordwest. This is a great opportunity to meet with a wide range of organisations that offer support and information on developing existing business and setting up new ventures.  There will also be opportunities to speed network with potential new customers and suppliers.  To book please contact Kathryn or Liz at Planed or call PBI on 01646 695300.

· Friday March 26th.  ‘A Question of Business’ -Political Question Time at Plas Hyfryd Hotel, Narberth starting at 7.30pm.   Put your views and questions to a panel of politicians on the state of the economy and the priorities of the business community in Pembrokeshire.  Appearing on the panel will be Nick Ainger MP for Carmarthen West and South Pembrokeshire and Prospective Parliamentary Candidates Simon Hart, Conservative; John Gossage, Liberal Democrats and John Dixon representing Plaid Cymru.

Questions must be submitted in advance.  Please contact Kathryn Bradbury on 01834 862113 or email kathrynb@planed.org.uk
2010 Narberth Business Threats and ongoing Chamber Plans.

1. Impact of UBR revaluation to the Town

2. Development of the J. Williams site by the Co-oP etc

3. PCC Pay & Display on the town moor

4. Potential loss of school playground as additional parking

5. Future redevelopment of the old CP School

· Cruise Ships – enable visits

· Prepare for the 2010 Ryder Cup

· Brochure and website development

NEXT MEETING: 19th April 2010

5:00  o’clock Angel Hotel

Future meeting dates for your diary. 

THE THIRD MONDAY OF THE MONTH







19th April 2010

17th May 2010

21st June 2010

Please be there

Please remember that the Narberth Chamber of Trade is acting on your behalf and your voice needs to be heard.

P.S. Your membership renewal for 2010 went out in the first week of January. 

Thank you for your early response.
















_________________________________________________________________________________

Gordon Barry Chamber Secretary. 
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