  NARBERTH CHAMBER OF TRADE

Established 31st May 1922

Committee meeting 17th May 2010; Angel Hotel 5.0 pm.

Present:
David Norcross (Chair); John Williams (Treasurer); Gordon Barry (Sec); Andy Adamson; Julie Thomas; Georgina Palmer; Angela Burns AM.

Apologies.    

Anthony Richards; Sally White; Francis Parry; Lynne Baylis; Ivan Wilson; Ian Gravell; Ann Pendleton; Anthony Ryan – (Vice-Chair); David Hartshorne; Sam Palmer; Adrian Harbord

Minutes of previous full meeting (19th April 2010) were acknowledged as the true record of events.

Matters Arising from Minutes

Treasurers report. 

Accounts to be prepared for audit.

ACTION: Treasurer

Co-op Planning application 09/0997/PA for Spring Gardens.

1) The previous meeting greeted Mr Phil Edwards who suggested that he would welcome a legal challenge to the proposed Co-op development and suggested that the firm of Tyler Parks Partnership (Birmingham) would be most useful in developing an appeal (see http://www.townplanner.co.uk/index.htm ) 

It was agreed that further investigations into costs and possible actions be considered.

ACTION: Sam Palmer; Anthony Ryan, John Williams to take forward. (Nil Report to date - CLOSE)

2) The successful New Hedges campaign against the Supermarket plan to be further investigated for information and lessons learned.

ACTION: Vice Chair and Sam Palmer. (Nil Report to date - CLOSE)

3)  A meeting (25th March) took place with Newcastle Emlyn &  Cardigan  Action Teams to progress possible objections and action plans for opposition to supermarkets.

ACTION: Vice Chair, Treasurer & Sam Palmer. (Nil Report to date - CLOSE)

4) County Wide Retail Study March 2010

The new retail study as promised by the County Council has now been released.

Go to the PCC web site and link to http://www.pembrokeshire.gov.uk/content.asp?id=15863&Nav=109,141,1014 

looking for County Wide Retail Capacity Study 

5) Further information and reports on PCC planning website giving Retail Impact and Traffic Statements provided by the developers. You may like to try http://planning.pembrokeshire.gov.uk/swiftlg/apas/run/wphappcriteria.display
and then Put 09/0997/PA in the reference field. 

It is understood (?) that the planning meeting will now take place towards the end of June.

Angela Burns will hold a follow up Public Meeting to the one held in March. The developers will also be attending this meeting. Provisional date is Thursday 3rd June 6pm in the Queens Hall. 

Business Rate Revaluations 2010

a) The Narberth Chamber Petitions to the Assembly Committee has been met with a

disappointing response by the Minister; Carl Sargeant AM, he has been invited (as has the Chair of the committee) to visit Narberth to understand at first hand our problems. 

To date there has been no response to our invitation.

b) All members should consider most carefully if they wish to appeal individually to the VOA, particularly if there are discrepancies with the physical measurements, access, windows etc with their properties. In other words if the physical details in your assessment are incorrect you may wish to talk to the VOA. However this will not alter the ‘area’ £per square metre.

ACTION: Members

c) The next meeting of the petitions committee will be 25 May. The papers for the meeting are available at: http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-committees/bus-committees-other-committees/bus-committees-third-pc-home/bus-committees-third-pc-agendas.htm
Our reply to the Chair of the committee and reflected our concern at the lack of understanding by the minister was circulated to you by E-mail on the 10th May.

The UK Government 'rules' for the additional relief have now been clarified and it is as was stated for Wales for the taper relief i.e. £6000 = 100% relief to £12,000 = 0% relief. So we are now the same as England.

ACTION: Ongoing

Planning applications, possible site changes and issues  

· East Gate Garage site: This is being upgraded next month but remaining as a garage and shop. 

· Queens Court development: It is noted that FBM have the two ‘shops’ for rent at £22,000pa.

ACTION: Ongoing

Narberth Future Forum; 

Car Park Charges –Town Moor

These are still being contested by the Forum. The car park charges came into force 1st April and there will be a car park attendant (not full time) who will issue fines for non-payment and not parking in accordance with the car park order, this to include the old playground.

The Future Forum will be working with the Open Spaces Society solicitors to present our case against parking charges.

It should be noted that PCC are intending to treble the number of Civil ‘Parking Wardens’ from 5 to 15 when the obligation is transferred from the Police to the Council

PCC are to reappraise the current available parking spaces to try and increase their numbers.

A possible survey is to be carried out by the Chamber to find out how many employers and employees park on the moor every day. 

ACTION: Secretary to contact Geoff Sutton – Parking Officer – to arrange liaison meeting.

Development of CP School

The latest from the County Council (10th Feb) is that “We anticipate marketing the site shortly. Once details are available any/all prospective purchasers will have the opportunity to visit the site.”

It is understood that the formal sale will be started in late spring early summer  and that it will be the complete property including the Playground. Also that the retail impact study we were waiting to see is considered "not fit for purpose" by PCC and therefore an updated one will also be released with the LDP.

Publicity initiatives

Brochure, Website, Narberth Map, Information signs & Shop signs.

As all of the above elements are interlinked with the ‘map’ being the common factor. A meeting with Pembrokeshire College art department has been held and they are keen to put such a map design project on their curriculum. A further meeting with the project leader and students was held on 17th May ,where further clarification and ideas were exchanged. 

ACTION: Continue with project. 

Once an acceptable design has been found, the incorporation within the various features would be much easier. Thus for;

· The big scale display boards, for the Car Park , Station etc 

· Central to the new brochure layout

· Used in both the Chamber and Town websites

· Merchandising uses

· To co-ordinate with shop signs replacing current ’A’ boards.

ACTION: Ongoing.  

Other publicity initiatives to be investigated by members and brought to the next meeting to include

· Radio advertising

· Press advertising and special features

· Wider distribution of the brochures

· Tourism information co-ordination

ACTION: Members.  

Cruise Ship visits (and the Ryder Cup 2010?)

Possible Cruise Visits for 2010  Date Vessel

4th June Deutschland
- 30th July Ocean Countess
- 18th August Amadea

25th August Artemis
30th September Boudicca

Trading Results

General Finance and Business analysis  

· The British Retail Consortium reported that UK retail sales FELL by 2.3% on a like for like basis and FELL by 0.2% on a total basis, from April 2009. 

· However Internet sales in April were still 15.5%. higher than a year ago. 

· General opinion was that trading continued to be very slow, with the economic and political uncertainty favoring essential purchases over discretionary items.

· The recent good weather, however has seen some improvements over the holiday period.
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Membership Renewal.

Please don’t forget to renew your membership; Thank you.

An Email reminder will be forthcoming to those of you who are still outstanding.

Correspondence

A.O.B.

A40 Penblewin Roundabout “Brown Sign”

Investigation of revised Brown sign with Narberth Old Market Town etc to be costed with SWTRA. 

NB: For the addition of a “Castle” sign to the PB sign was investigated last Feb 2009 and found to be too expensive. Circa £2000+

ACTION: CLOSE

Narberth County Counselor.

A number of members expressed grave disquiet over our County Councilors attitude both to Town and Chamber.  Total lack of communication, consultation and involvement on a variety of matters of importance to the town have been the mark of his office.

It is understood that he has caused Email communications to be blocked from both the Secretary of the Chamber and the Town Clerk, amongst others. Thus cutting himself off from this important method of communication an, information and updates. 

A letter to be sent to the own Council expressing the Chambers loss of confidence in our elected representative on the County Council

ACTION: Letter to Town Council - CLOSE

Notes for the Diary 

Pembrokeshire Business Network

· Health & Safty seminar 16th June Plas Hyfryd

· AGM 30th June Plas Hyfryd

2010 Narberth Business Threats and ongoing Chamber Plans.

1. Impact of UBR revaluation to the Town

2. Development of the J. Williams site by the Co-oP etc

3. PCC Pay & Display on the town moor

4. Potential loss of school playground as additional parking

5. Future redevelopment of the old CP School

· Cruise Ships – enable visits

· Prepare for the 2010 Ryder Cup

· Brochure and website development

NEXT MEETING: 21st June 2010

5:00  o’clock Angel Hotel

Future meeting dates for your diary. 

THE THIRD MONDAY OF THE MONTH







19th July

16th August

20th September

18th October

Please be there

Please remember that the Narberth Chamber of Trade is acting on your behalf and your voice needs to be heard.
















_________________________________________________________________________________

Gordon Barry Chamber Secretary. 
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