  NARBERTH CHAMBER OF TRADE

Established 31st May 1922

Committee meeting 16th August 2010; Angel Hotel 5.0 pm.

Present:
David Norcross (Chair); Gordon Barry (Sec); Sam Palmer; Georgina Palmer; Mark Wood (Part)

Apologies.    

John Williams (Treasurer); Anthony Richards; Sally White; Lynne Baylis; Ivan Wilson; Anthony Ryan – (Vice-Chair); Tom Bromby

Minutes of previous full meeting (19th July 2010) were acknowledged as the true record of events.

Matters Arising from Minutes

Treasurers report. 

Donations and collections for the Town Council Christmas lights to be finalized and presented to the Council.

Accounts to be prepared for audit.

ACTION: Treasurer

Co-op Planning application 09/0997/PA for Spring Gardens.

Just before the Planning Committee meeting of 27th July 2010 it was announced that this application had been withdrawn from the Planning Committee agenda for the meeting as the developer wished to resubmit their application following the recommendation by the Planning Department to reject the proposal. 

It is understood that it has been re-scheduled for September 7th?? 

As there were 16 individuals (of which 5 were Chamber members) who responded to the Planning Committee’s request applying for the opportunity for personal representations to be made at the Committee meetings. The need for an agreed speaker to be nominated resulted in a meeting of this group on the 12th August.

A further meeting will be held on the 27th August once the details of the developers resubmission is known.  

Business Rate Revaluations 2010

a) The Narberth Chamber Petitions to the Assembly Committee continues to progress. It should be noted that the ‘Multiplier’ can only be increased in line with the September RPI figure – this is established by primary legislation.

b) The next meeting of the petitions committee will be 18th September. 

c) All members should consider most carefully if they wish to appeal individually to the VOA, particularly if there are discrepancies with the physical measurements, access, windows etc with their properties. In other words if the physical details in your assessment are incorrect you may wish to talk to the VOA. However this will not alter the ‘Narberth local area’ £per square metre.

ACTION: Members

d) The secretary will be meeting, in early September, Brian Jones of the VOA for an update.

ACTION: Ongoing

Planning applications, possible site changes and issues  

· Queens Court development: This continues to be an eyesore and detracts from the ambience of High Street. Letters to the developer have continued to fail to improve the situation. It is however noted that the RH ‘shop’ has an application for change of use to a café/restaurant.  One member of the Chamber has lodged an objection to this application.

ACTION: Comments from members please.

Narberth Future Forum Report and update; 

Following a meeting with the Open Spaces Society’s legal team in Swansea on the 15th July 2010 the initial legal considerations / conclusions have been added to each of the following sub-sections in BOLD.

The ‘Playground’ 

The Forum’s prime objective remains the preservation of the ‘playground’ as an OPEN SPACE and as part of the Village Green, for the future use and enjoyment of the town.

OSS Solicitor’s  comments

“We had a discussion in relation to the playground and whether it could be registered as Village Green. In broad terms, in order to register land as Village Green, you would need to be able to show 20 years' use as of right for lawful sports and pass-time.

The use has to be by a significant number of inhabitants of the locality or a neighbourhood within the locality. The difficulty you have with the playground is that the use seems to me to have been by permission. The gates were locked at various times and only when they were unlocked were people allowed into the playground.

If the public climbed over the fence to play on the area of land, that would have been by force and as such would preclude anyone relying on that use for the purposes of registering it as Village Green.”

Car Park Charges –Town Moor

OSS Solicitor’s  comments

“could there be a prescriptive right to park on the Village Green?

As you know, my view was that I was doubtful that you would be able to achieve a prescriptive right to park, although you did point me to some case law which supported a possibility of such a prescriptive right. I do not think the circumstances of your case would be such as would amount to prescription.

Prescription is a legal doctrine based upon use for a period of 20 years or more without force, secrecy or consent. The difficulty in your case is that the use of that car park is by different people every day seeking to use different shops. It is not quite the same as the situation as you referred to me where parking was outside one particular shop.” 

Development of CP School

The County Council has produced the Development Brief and Invitation for Expressions of Interest in late May 2010. The closing date for the expressions of interest was 30th June 2010. It is understood that there have been 12 ‘serious’ expressions of interest of which it is believed that 2 were local. No names or other information is currently available.

ACTION: With support from the Open Spaces Society the Forum will continue to monitor the development of the old school site and its impact on the surrounding Village green. Your officers have a Barrister available to consider the development and duties of the County Council. However this will not be

inexpensive  

Publicity initiatives

Brochure, Website, Narberth Map, Information signs & Shop signs.

As all of the above elements are interlinked with the ‘map’ being the common factor. 

Pembrokeshire College art department has progressed well with the design concepts for the town ‘map’. Currently the development stage work is available for comment.

It is then envisaged that our comments will be incorporated into the final development stage during the Autumn term. A small team of volunteers to be assembled to meet and discuss before the end of the month. 

ACTION: If you think you can help and contribute please let the Secretary know ASAP.

Once an acceptable design has been found, the incorporation within the various features would be much easier. Thus for;

· The big scale display boards, for the Car Park , Station etc 

· Central to the new brochure layout

· Used in both the Chamber and Town websites

· Merchandising uses

· To co-ordinate with shop signs replacing current ’A’ boards.

Cruise Ship visits (and the Ryder Cup 2010?)

Possible Cruise Visits for 2010  Date Vessel

25th August Artemis --- one coach (so far) arriving 3:15pm

30th September Boudicca

ACTION: Any volunteers??

Chamber Website.

Work is slowly progressing to update/grade our web site. Unfortunately the problems affecting the town site Narberth.co.uk are impacting on its development.

Trading Results

General Finance and Business analysis  

· The British Retail Consortium reported that UK retail sales Rose by only 0.5% on a like for like basis and rose by 2.6% on a total basis, from July 2009. 

· However Internet sales in July were still 11.3%. higher than a year ago. The weakest growth for almost a year. 

· General opinion was that trading continued to be very slow. With the poor summer weather not helping.
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You may also find the Bank of England’s Agent’s summary useful on http://www.bankofengland.co.uk/publications/agentssummary/agsum10jun.pdf
Correspondence

Greetings to Narberth USA. Sue Rees will be visiting Narberth Pennsylvania next month and wishes a message of greetings from the Chamber to go with her.

ACTION: Greeting & salutations to be sent along with presents of Narberth Shopping Bags.

Sir Thomas Picton school – student entrepreneurial  development. 

Request for a business person who would come and deliver a 15 minute (or so) talk and/ or question and answer session to pupils on what they need to consider if their business was to be a successful one in Narbeth.  Your input would be invaluable and crucial

in delivering first hand knowledge to pupils and we would really appreciate it as it would support an Enterprise unit that is personal to their own context.

ACTION: Any volunteers PLEASE??

A.O.B.

Notes for the Diary 

Pembrokeshire Business Network

· Sept 8th PBN Internet  Marketing - Web Adept

· Sept 29th PBN Greening your business - Chris Williams FS4B, for micro businesses

· Oct 21st PBN + PBI Business 2 Business showcase


· November 20th PBN Autumn Conference

2010 Narberth Business Threats and ongoing Chamber Plans.

1. Impact of UBR revaluation to the Town

2. Development of the J. Williams site by the Co-oP etc

3. PCC Pay & Display on the town moor

4. Potential loss of school playground as additional parking

5. Future redevelopment of the old CP School

· Cruise Ships – enable visits

· Brochure and website development

NEXT MEETING: 20th September 2010

5:00  o’clock Angel Hotel

Future meeting dates for your diary. 

THE THIRD MONDAY OF THE MONTH







20th September

18th October

15th November

20th December

Please be there

Please remember that the Narberth Chamber of Trade is acting on your behalf and your voice needs to be heard.
















_________________________________________________________________________________

Gordon Barry Chamber Secretary. 
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