NARBERTH CHAMBER OF TRADE

Committee meeting 21st January 2008; Angel Hotel 13:00.

Present:
John Williams - (Treasurer); Gordon Barry (Sec); Lynne Baylis (Celtic Vision); David Norcross; Glyn Phillips (LAS), Mark Woods - part

Apologies.    

Anthony Ryan – (Chairman); Richard Rossiters 

Minutes of previous full meeting (19th Decembert 2007) were acknowledged. 

Matters Arising from Minutes

Treasurers report. (as of :21/1/08)

Outstanding bills include £500+ for Hyder report, +Grass track, Lights etc. 

Action: John Williams 

Planning applications.  

1. James Williams site: Western telegraph 14/2/07; Application by John Wotton Architects (Cardiff) for residential development (outline) 

2. Flats and shops proposed for No 44, 46 and the garages adjacent to No 47

3. Concern was raised over the probable final height of the new shop and flat building work at the entrance to Queens Court, High Street Narberth.  Is this in accordance with the final passed plans? If not then what action is proposed?

Action: Sec to write to PCC planning on item 3,

Letter sent to Planning PCC, NTC, Cllr W.Evans23/1/08

Parking problems

NOTE: Members / businesses and employee’s are still long term parking on both sides of High Street to the detriment of our customers and visitors. Can we please stop and convince others to stop blocking parking spaces for our customers.

Note The Town Council has written to all businesses and owners in High Street requesting them to please use the Town Moor car park at all times.

The Chamber should be present at the regular Community Policing meetings at Bloomfield. Next meeting date to be established

Action: John Williams / Gordon Barry

Lower St James Street traffic flow.

Directly resulting from the illegal parking of vehicles between Barclays Bank and Harvest Store, heavy goods vehicles are being forced to mount the pavement on the southern side of St James Street in order to pass down the A478. This is highly dangerous and it is only a matter of time before residents / pedestrians are seriously injured. Although double yellow lines are drawn at this “pinch point” vehicles are parking with impunity, continuously. Sadly draconian action is now required  before a tragedy takes place.

Action: Sec to write to PCC Cllr Adams, Cllr Wynne Evans and Town Council

Letter sent to PCC, NTC, Cllr W.Evans23/1/08

Publicity and other initiatives.

Chamber “Logo” window stickers and Brochures

Action: Members please collect as required from John Williams at Costcutter, High Street.

Meeting of the Pembrokeshire Network of Local Chambers and Business Groups www.pembrokeshire-business.net 

The objectives of the group are:-

1. To improve the effectiveness of local chambers through  sharing best practice across the network 

2. To collaborate on developing initiatives that can support local enterprise

3. To represent the interests of local enterprise at a county and national level

Work is in hand to turn the group into a “legal entity” thus allowing it to provide a full roll in engaging with other organizations and groups. If the membership of the individual Chambers/Groups are added together it amounts to more than 1,000 “businesses”. Quite a formidable lobbing force for the County. The next meeting will be in January.

Action: Gordon Barry

Narberth Future Forum; Narberth Vision 2010

The Hyder report “Narberth Vision 2010” needs now to be addressed. In particular the question of the future use of the old CP School needs to be urgently resolved. What does the community require and want from this opportunity?

Next Future Forum meeting date 25th February Bloomfield 7:30

Action: Members to attend and encourage Narberth residents and friends to attend. Sec to write to PCC planning 

Letter sent to Planning PCC, NTC, Cllr W.Evans23/1/08

Shop location and information map.

Possible designs and costing to be investigated for “map” type business information boards to be positioned at the car park and railway station. Possible use of Welsh Language Board promotional grant for bilingual translation etc.

Possible sign location in Car Park adjacent to Toilets explored with PCC. Letter received from Parking Services Manager which gave the full extent of the requirements expected of such information boards. Very complex and costly!!

Further thought to be given to this project

Action: Lynne Baylis / committee

School Playground “Car Parking”

Parking permission continues to be renewed for each “period” of the school year. Term time, half term, holidays etc. Situation to be resolved following final closure of school at the end of the summer term.  Currently the school caretaker is ill and responsibility for opening and closing the “gate” at the weekend is undertaken by the Treasurer

Action: John Williams 

Cruse Ship visits

For future visits the following needs to be considered and resolved.

· Negotiate for a longer “stop-over” in the town with the tour organizers. 

· Bus parking arrangements to be resolved

Investigation underway to provide ad-hoc temporary bus slots on the Town Moor car park. These would only be used for specific events/tours and will normally be available for car parking.

· Narberth website to be updated (Thus allowing visitors to see what’s available in Narberth)

· Shops and businesses to be prepared 

· Provision of addition shopping guide and information.

NB: all of the above have synergies with the towns preparation for Bluestone and general organized tourism.

Action: Little progress to report Ongoing

Silly String.

The Chamber is very supportive of the Town Councils proposed By-Law which will outlaw Silly String from Narberth Carnival Days. It is noted that PCC are applying to the WAG for a prohibiting order during Carnival day. Good publicity in local papers.

Action: Chamber to support proposed By-Law. Ongoing

Narberth.co.uk

This site is currently being updated and upgraded. It is anticipated that the Chamber will be able to have its own “pages” soon. 

Action: Gordon Barry

“A” Boards

Pavement street furniture and clutter. General unfriendliness of the town towards the disabled has been highlighted recently.

The committee felt that with the recent proliferation of “A” boards etc throughout the town, businesses need to be sensitive over the positioning of advertising “A” boards and ensure that they caused minimum impediment to pedestrians.

Action: All please.

Christmas Lights

Once more the collection box’s have gone out to our members businesses.

 This year the Chamber has financed (£387.76) the “new look” white lights, following consultation with Cllrs Eric Feetham and Colin Williams. This initiative has given Narberth that distinctive look that is expected of the town.

There will be a Town Council sub-group meeting to discuss the Christmas lights on the 22nd Jan. 

Action: John Williams

Membership renewal.

Secretary sent out 133 membership renewal letters during the first week of January 

The fee to remain at £25 for this year; with the Christmas Lighting “Donations” to be again requested on behalf of the Town Council.

Action: Gordon Barry

Currently 51 members have responded

CORRESPONDANCE

A.O.B.

Collar of Office.

Request made that this is refurbished and updated (last Chair engraved being 1993)

Action: Gordon Barry to obtain quotes etc.

2008 Chamber Plans.

· Brochure – update and reprint.

· Civic Week – support and run both Grass Track and Antiques Fair

· Cruise Ships – enable visits

· Bluestone – how do we work with them?

· Work with Town Council & Narberth Forum to safeguard development of the old CP school

NEXT MEETING: 18th February 2008

5:30  o’clock Angel Hotel

Future meeting dates for your diary. 

THE THIRD MONDAY OF THE MONTH







18th February 2008

17th March 2008

21st April 2008

19th May 2008

16th June 2008

Please be there.
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W.G. Barry Chamber Secretary. 
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